Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

The inscriptions give no information as to why
It was erected or by what method the iron was

brought: to that form,

Iron is mentioned in a Chinese record be-
lieved to have been written 2000 years before
Christ. In this ancient land of mystery very
little advancement has been made in the pro-
duction of iron, and whether the metal was dis-
covered first there or in Western Asia, the* fact
remains that at this time practical!}' none of it
is now produced on that continent.

The first authentic record of the use of iron
in Europe indicates that this occurred about
700 B, C. although ("treek mythology refers to it
in chronicles far antedating that period. The
Greeks are said to have used iron during the
Trojan War, although their opponents were
not acquainted with the metal, a fact which
seems to be established by tlu* failure to find
any trace of iron among the ruins of ancient
Troy. As in other instances, this use of the
metal is a matter of tradition, and the first au-
thentic reference to it in Grecian history is about
700 B.C. ,

The Romans learned that art of working
iron from the Greeks, and at the beginning of

no